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So, we have another interesting parable from Luke with which to tease our minds.  Like a lot of parable, I 
think the first most obvious interpretation is problematic.  Luke writes that Jesus told the parable about 
“the necessity for them to pray always without becoming weary.” And the way the story unfolds, it can 
seem like a pep talk to keep on asking God for what you need and eventually God will cave in and give 
you what you want. That’s if we see ourselves as the widow and the judge as God.  But let’s not do that.  
God is not like a person who respects neither God nor any other human being.  Jesus could be saying 
instead that if a schmuck like that judge will eventually give the widow what she needs, how much more 
will God give us what we need, speedily and eagerly. That’s better, but it is it true? 
 
Issues of injustice are so many in our world.  I remember hearing a widow in Bethlehem during my 
sabbatical three years ago. She told us the story of her family’s land and grove of olive trees, which had 
been in her family for many generations, providing olive oil for them and their neighbors. Then, about 
20 years ago the Israeli government seized that land and put up a wall separating her home from the 
trees.  She has sought legal recourse so she can tend to the trees, to no avail, year after year.  It is hard 
to be a victim of injustice. Locally, our JONAH (Joining Neighbors and Advancing Hope) groups that our 
parishes support and many parishioners are active in, seek out relationships with people in the 
community who find obstacles to living a secure life.  Together, people seeking a better life and JOHAH 
volunteers try to address public policy that affects the most vulnerable people in our midst.  Issues like 
low-income housing, immigration, jails and opportunities for those released from jail. They try to get 
landlords and tenants together in conversation to create win-win situations.  It’s very hard work that 
takes a lot of persistence. It can get discouraging when there are no quick results.  But it seems like work 
that God blesses as we try to live in communion with his love and with all of his People.  
 
Could it be that the parable is telling us that Jesus, His Holy Spirit, and his people who work hard to help 
people live happy and secure lives are like that widow in his parable, and the unjust judge represents all 
the forces in our world that do not respect God or care for the good of others? 
 
Widows and orphans in biblical times were the most defenseless, the most insecure people in society.  
Without family, they relied on the good will of neighbors and society.  There were many!  The one with 
the most punch was Exodus 22:20-23.  Here, Israel is traveling to the Promised Land and setting up new 
rules about how to live.  It says first “You shall not oppress or afflict a resident alien for you were once 
aliens yourselves in the land of Egypt.”  Then it goes on, “You shall not wrong any widow or orphan.  If 
you ever wrong them and they cry out to me, I will surely listen to their cry.” Usually quotes end there, 
but it immediately follows, “My wrath will flare up and I will kill you with a sword; then your wives will 
be widows and your children be orphans.”  Whoa.  
 
So, God identifies with orphans and widows, is their fierce advocate.  Jesus knows this, He says that “if 
any of you harm any of these little ones, it would be better for you to have a millstone tied around your 
neck and be dumped into the sea.”  
 
And so when the parable begins about its purpose of showing the need to pray always and not grow 
weary, might it be telling us to pray always so that we stay grounded in God who cares for the weak, so 
that we may go and do this work that is so important to him?    



And the end: But when the Son of Man comes, will he find any faith on the earth?  That is, Will God find 
us persistent in our care for the weak, or will whose who neither fear God nor respect people have worn 
us all down?  
 
 


